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John Bryant / The Fluid Text

• John Bryant, The Fluid Text: A Theory of 
Revision and Editing for Book and Screen
(University of Michigan, 2002)
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What is “fluid text”?

• A “fluid text” refers to any literary work that exists 
in multiple versions, for example author’s drafts, 
publishers’ proofs, revised editions of books, 
adaptations for film, and expurgations for 
children.
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From fixed object to “work-in-progress”

• Importance of looking at these variations in their 
cultural contexts because of the valuable record 
they provide of the interactions between the artist 
and society. 

• Although literary works are often considered to 
be fixed objects, in fact they are fluid works-in-
progress that shift and change according to their 
cultural situation.
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The Fluid Text as “Revision”

• The Fluid Text examines authorial, editorial, and 
cultural (i.e., adaptations, bowdlerisations, etc.) 
changes to texts.

• Essentially, the notion of the fluid text deals with 
the study of revision (“revision sites”).

• Creation of a “revision narrative”
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“Herman Melville’s Typee” 

• “Payware” WWW site
• http://rotunda.upress.virginia.edu:8080/melville/

• John Bryant: “Introduction” 
• http://rotunda.upress.virginia.edu:8080/melville/in

tro.html
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