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Emily Dickinson
(1830-1886)

Only 8 poems appeared during her  lifetime
Poetry circulated in manuscript form amongst
family and friends
Many poems exist in more than one version
Her manuscripts also play with typographical 
convention in their layout, punctuation and 
capitalisation
Even in fair copies alternative words or lines are 
retained, suggesting that for Dickinson there is 
no such thing as a definitive, final version. 
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“The Technology of Print”

“Emily Dickinson’s writings resist the
technology of print.”

Dickinson Electronic Archives
http://www.emilydickinson.org/
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The Technology of the
WWW
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Access Restricted…
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“Unediting” Dickinson

Marta Werner 
“We need to find ways of launching
them into circulation again and again
in the hopes of illuminating the
tensions and freedoms”

Facsimile / Diplomatic / eText
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Variation 

Dickinson’s poem exhibit variation at 
all levels:

Intratextual
Subtextual
Extratextual

Multiple versions
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But what is a poem?

Bibliographic taxonomy has 
priviledged the manuscript notebooks
rather than the letters

Poem / Letter
Fascicle / Fair Copy
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“Dismemberment”

Dickinson’s writings have been
“dismembered”:

Property Rights
Literary Orders

Dickinson Electronic Archives
Making available the “scene” of 
Dickinson’s writings
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Shift

Shift in “archives”
Library
Letterpress Edition
Electronic Storage

Shift in practice
Ongoing editorial work is seen
Open to correction and criticism
Collaborative
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“The Poetics of the Archive”

Poetics of Collaborations
• Multiple
• Diverse
• Generative
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“The Classroom Electric”

Resource for teaching Emily 
Dickinson and Walt Whitman

“Constellation” of www sites
http://www.iath.virginia.edu/fdw/intro.html
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The Classroom Electric


